
  

Motivating Teenagers to 

Write 

How to develop your  

students’ writing skills 



  

Aims of this session… 

• To consider the differences between product 

and process writing 

• To explore the stages of product and process 

writing 

• To investigate ways of encouraging 

cooperative writing in class 

• To experience an accuracy-focused activity  



  

Warm up activity 

Dictation 
 

 

It was a 2 day in 5… 



  

Contrasting approaches to writing 

 Product 
writing 

 Process 

writing 
VS 



  

A comparison of the two approaches 

Product 

Model 

 

 

Student 

Demonstration 

Process 

Student  

 

 

Output 

Discovery 



  

•Introduction to topic  

•Model text 

•Analysis/controlled practice  

•Organization of ideas 

•Production 

Product writing: stages 

Can you find an example of the product 

approach in your coursebook? 



  

Process writing: stages 

Pre-writing 

Evaluating  

editing 

redrafting 

Focusing ideas 



  

 Brainstorming     Planning 

  

 
 

Questioning   Discussion & debate 

Process writing: pre-writing 



  

Writing in response to questions 

• Form circles of 8 - 10 

• Everyone write a title 

• Pass your paper to the right 

• Write a question about the title  

• Repeat 3 & 4 until you receive your original paper 

• Include answers to the questions in your writing 



  

Process writing: focusing ideas 

• Fast writing 

 

 

•                Collaborative writing 

 

 

• First draft 

 



  

Writing a story in threes 

Once upon a time .... 

 

                                         One day a .... 

 



  

• Self-editing 
 

 

• Peer editing & proof-reading 
 

Redrafting 

 

Process writing:  

evaluating, editing & redrafting 



  

Deconstructing & reconstructing  
more complex sentences 

Example: 

   Three newly-recruited police dogs were 
sacked by Durham police because they 
weren’t brave enough to do the job. 



  

Deconstructed 

There were three police dogs. 

They had just been recruited. 

They were not brave. 

They could not do their job. 

Durham police sacked them. 

 



  

Now it’s your turn!  

• Look at the story on the piece of paper you 
have been given 

• Working in small groups, deconstruct it… 
writing legibly on a different piece of paper 



  

Story 1 

   Organizers of a millennium race involving 
2,000 plastic ducks on the Thames postponed 
the event because the water level was too 
high. 



  

Story 2  

   The kick-off at a soccer match at Shawbury, 
Shropshire, was delayed for 20 minutes until 
the referee was discovered locked 
accidentally in a toilet.   



  

Motivating Teenagers  

to Write 

A moment  

to reflect 


